
EPA Region 5 Records Ctr.

282602

MEMORANDUM

DATE: March 16, 2005

TO: File

FROM: Bob Casper

SUBJECT: L1358070001 - Montgomery
Eagle Zinc Company
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SF/HRS
Re: Eagle Zinc Co. site reconnaissance visit

An onsite recon visit was conducted by the author at the Eagle Zinc Co. site in Hillsboro on
3/16/05. Prior to the visit contact was made with ENVIRON, the consultant for the property
owners, notifying them of the visit and to ensure that the gate to the property would be open
on the date of the recon. The property was walked and potential sampling locations were
noted.

Access to the property is thru a gate located at the southeast portion of the property on the
west side of Industrial Park Road. The gate is normally locked to prevent unauthorized
vehicular access. There is no onsite employees or guard present. On the east - central side
there are still some standing buildings in various states of disrepair. The land around the
buildings is relatively flat and covered with piles of waste with the space between piles being
covered with waste material at least several inches deep. At the northeast area of the property
near the buildings lie two ponds. The ponds would drain north into a drainage pathway. The
drainage pathway originates at the northeast portion of the property south of Smith Road and
would collect runoff from the north, northwest and the north areas of the buildings. The onsite
drainage from this area would flow in a southeast direction and then flow east under Industrial
Park Road. The drainage pathway then flows in a northeasterly direction for approximately
one-half mile into Lake Hillsboro. The northeast area was muddy along the drainage way and
had some willows and other water loving plants, although the higher areas had many patches
of moss growing on the bare ground.

The southern portion of the property contains large piles of cinder and slag material and is
sparsely vegetated. The piles vary in depth from several to many feet in depth. There is a
small pond located at the southeast area and another larger pond at the southwest corner of the
site. The larger pond would overflow a dam on the west side into a drainage pathway that
leads off site. The southern edge of the property has an old railroad right of way and a
drainage ditch that flows west and joins with the drainage pathway from the dam. The runoff
then flows to the west where is joins with an intermittent stream. The bank of the ditch along
the south side of the property is composed of cinders and slag along much of its length with



steep banks that would allow some of the waste material to fall into the stream. The south area
of the property contains many large piles of slag and cinder material, with the large pond at
the southwest area being constructed of waste materials for its dam and banks. The large pond
would catch much of the drainage from the central portion of the site. None of the waste piles
on the entire site or areas where waste has been spread has any type of cover or barrier to
prevent physical access, water infiltration or wind blowing of particles.

The west-central portion of the property is lower and contains wet areas with a lot of
vegetation. Much of this would flow to the south into the large pond. The northwestern area
of the property is relatively flat and is not heavily vegetated. Much of this area is covered with
shallow waste deposits.

The property has a locked gate to prevent unauthorized vehicular traffic. The site is in a
relatively remote area from the public with the exception of the houses along Brailly Street at
the northwest portion of the property. The perimeter of Eagle Zinc Co. is fenced but it would
be possible for trespassers to enter by climbing over the fence or through holes and gaps.

A drive around the property indicated that the land east of the site across Industrial Park Road
is sparsely populated. An asphalt company is located on the south side and a residential home
with acreage the north side.

Lake Hillsboro is located northeast of Eagle Zinc Co. and has upscale houses with large lots
along its shore. Runoff from the eastern area of the site enters the lake near the southwest end
of the lake north of Smith Road.

North of the site across Smith Road lies open land with an active business. Further north is a
recreational area with ball diamonds that is operated by the city of Hillsboro and beyond that
lies a country club.

West of the site is mainly residential with the nearest residences lying approximately 300 feet
away. A public housing complex operated by Montgomery county is located at the northwest
area across Brailly Road. The southwestern area of the site does not have houses adjacent but
they are located approximately 1000 feet west. This is due in part because the southwestern
area of the property is a drainage way and is too low for the construction of dwellings.

The property directly south of the site along Ash Street is commercial. Activities conducted
include a lumber yard and wood pressure treating facility. Residences lie further south along
Route 16.

During the recon potential residential properties were noted that may be sampled. A walk
around nearby streets revealed some areas of what appeared to be waste material from the site
in yards or along the street or sidewalks.

The drainage pathway leading from the eastern side of the property to Lake Hillsboro was
walked. The obvious drainage originates near the northeast portion of the property by Smith
Road. The area north of the buildings contains a low area that receives much of the slag pile



drainage. Water from this low area forms a small brook that then flows east across Industrial
Park Road The offsite drainage pathway is heavily vegetated and has a broad flat flood plain
with steep hills along the drainage stream. Potential sampling points were observed during the
walk. The probable point of entry into surface water is where the stream enters Lake
Hillsboro, approximately 2,500 feet to the northeast.


